July 13, 2017

the Rules Committee allowed it to be
offered. They didn’t allow mine. They
allowed that one to be offered. This is
what we get? This kind of answer?

Every Democrat says: oh, this is
okay. We want to do this. It is impor-
tant to us.

And 24 Republicans agreed with
them? Where is our country going?
Can’t we focus on the things that are
important? Can’t we focus on these
constitutional principles?

Vote down this DACA thing that re-
wards lawbreakers, and support the
Hartzler amendment and end this idea
that we are going to do great medical
and social experiments in the United
States military and somehow out of
that we are going to—there is no way
in the world that makes us stronger.

So somehow do we even maintain our
power when we become the laughing-
stock of the world?

There was also an initiative that I
had to fight here a while back about
meatless Mondays in our military. I re-
call a picture of the Norwegian mili-
tary. They are vegans on Monday.
Meatless military in the Norwegian
military, and they are sitting there
eating their vegan sandwiches and on
their shoulder patch is a reindeer. I
suppose that is their national animal,
and that is good over there.

For us, we want a strong military.
We want to maintain a noble military.
We want to focus these resources on
those things that matter. They are all
going to take an oath to support and
defend the Constitution when they sign
up and commit themselves to the mili-
tary.
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God bless them for doing that. I take
it, too. There are 435 of us here who
did, and 100 down the Rotunda in the
Senate did.

How many of us mean it? How many
of us will take that stand and say: 1
will not vote for a piece of legislation
that is unconstitutional because it vio-
lates my oath of office; and I am not
going to commit the resources of the
taxpayers of the United States of
America to do social, medical, and
pharmaceutical experiments on people
who now would be attracted to come
into the military for that purpose and
then be discharged out onto the streets
of America, having been reconstructed
into a different kind of human being
with a different hair cut?

That can happen on their own. That
can happen in civilian life. That is each
person’s cross to bear or each person’s
choice, but it is not the duty of the
United States military.

It is a national security issue, ac-
cording to former Secretary of Defense
Bob Gates, because too many of our
youth are too overweight to meet the
standards to get into boot camp. My
answer to that was: if it is a military
national security issue, sign them up.
Put them in there. They can just stay
in basics until they make weight.
Maybe you add another 2 weeks, 4
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weeks, or 6 weeks to their training.
You will get them down to weight, if
you work them hard enough, if you
watch their diet. It will be a good thing
for them.

It is not a national security issue, in
my opinion, for too many young people
to be overweight and they can’t qualify
for the military. If you work them hard
enough, feed them right, keep them
long enough, they will make weight.

But it is far wiser to do that than it
is to do sex reassignment surgery and
take somebody out of operations for
200-some days out of a year in order to
recover from this reconstructive sur-
gery.

It is a ridiculous thing that has hap-
pened today in the United States Con-
gress. It is disgraceful that a vote like
that could take place and that a major-
ity of the people voting on the Hartzler
amendment would turn it down when
we have a country to save, a country to
protect.

So I suggest this, Mr. Speaker. If this
NDAA bill fails tomorrow, it will come
back again. It will come back again
with the Hartzler language in it, under
a rule that will allow it to pass here on
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives.

Democrats are not going to help us
pass this bill. Only a handful of them
will do that. So Republicans have to do
the right thing. We should stop divid-
ing ourselves. We should stop letting
America be embarrassed in front of the
word for a ridiculous decision that was
made today.

So I urge a correction to the NDAA,
and I urge English to be adopted as the
official language of the United States
of America, because it unifies us and
helps us communicate with each other.

A common form of communications
currency is the most powerful unifying
force throughout the entire history of
the world. We need to employ it here
and protect it in law here in the United
States of America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. SANFORD (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today on account of a
personal matter.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 18 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, July 14, 2017, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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1948. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Karen E. Dyson, United States Army, and
her advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec.
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

1949. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s final
rule — Availability of Funds and Collection
of Checks [Regulation CC; Docket No.: R-
1409] (RIN: 7100-AD68) received July 7, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

1950. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Suspension of Community Eligibility (Car-
bon County, MT, et al.) [Docket ID: FEMA-
2017-0002; Internal Agency Docket No.:
FEMA-8485] received July 11, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

1951. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s Major
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Energy Conservation Standards for Walk-In
Cooler and Freezer Refrigeration Systems
[Docket No.: EERE-2015-BT-STD-0016] (RIN:
1904-AD59) received July 10, 2017, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

1952. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Control of Communicable Dis-
eases; Correction [Docket No.: CDC-2016-0068]
(RIN: 0920-AA63) received July 7, 2017, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

1953. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Flora D. Darpino, United States Army, and
her advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec.
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

1954. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting Transmittal No. 17-23,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, as amended; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

1955. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting Transmittal No. 17-40,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, as amended; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

1956. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel, General Law, Ethics, and Regula-
tion, Department of the Treasury, transmit-
ting two (2) notifications of a federal va-
cancy, designation of acting officer, nomina-
tion, and action and nomination, pursuant to
19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(1); Public Law 93-618, Sec. 502
(as added by Public Law 104-188, Sec. 1952(a);
(110 Stat. 1920); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

1957. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
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